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The Resurrection and the Life

Please turn to page 6

This Easter sermon was delivered by The 
Rev. Jerome F. Politzer in St. John’s Chapel, 
Monterey, California, where the 1928 Book 
of Common Prayer (BCP) is used for all 
services. Fr. Politzer, who was President 
of the Prayer Book Society and served on 
the advisory council of Episcopalians for 
Traditional Faith (ETF), passed away in 
2014. For 50 years, he led the movement to 
keep the classic 1928 BCP in the pews. The 
cover of his book of sermons, Night Prayers 
on Calvary, is shown in the margin of this 
page.

In the Prayer Book, we are told that Jesus 
Christ has overcome the sharpness of 
death. These are powerful words, and 
a tremendous claim made on behalf of 
our Lord. Death is a universal fact. The 
Bible says that death is the last great 
enemy of mankind. The Prayer Book, in 
beautiful words, speaks of the condition 
which all living things must live with and 

look forward to. “Man, that is born of a 
woman, hath but a short time to live, and 
is full of misery. He cometh up, and is cut 
down, like a flower; he fleeth as it were 
a shadow, and never continueth in one 
stay.”
Death has a way of reaching its tentacles 

into the land of the living. We grieve 
when someone we love is taken from 
us. We look forward to sickness with 
trepidation. We face our own death with 
fear and trembling. When we attempt 
to stand up for what is right and are 
opposed by some implacable enemy 
and our lives are threatened, we become 
paralyzed and unable to act. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ has not only overcome the 
final end of death, He has also brought 
His power into our lives to take away 
from us the grief and fear that haunt our 
living moments. 
We heard in the Gospel today how 

“He is risen. He is not here,” man clothed in white tells Mary Magdalene; Mary, 
Mother of James; and Salome outside empty tomb.  – JAMES TISSOT
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MAUNDY THURSDAY
The Collect.

On Maundy Thursday we commemorate 
the Last Supper of Christ and his disciples. 
During this gathering, Christ instituted Holy 
Communion. Today, as the priest conducts 
the service Christ has commanded us to 
continue, he says, “The Body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, 
preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting 
life. Take and eat this in remembrance that 
Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy 
heart by faith, with thanksgiving.”
As he offers the cup, the priest says, “The 

Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was shed for thee, preserve thy body and 
soul unto everlasting life. Drink this in 
remembrance that Christ’s Blood was shed 
for thee, and be thankful.”
After the 1928 Book of Common Prayer was 

made optional, these solemn words were 
replaced with the perfunctory “The Body of 
Christ, the bread of heaven,” and “The Blood 
of Christ, the cup of salvation,” as chunks 
of crusty bread, as dry and bland as the 
truncated phrases, are passed around. 
Those of us who prefer to worship in the 

beauty of holiness are free to do so, thanks 
to alert and knowledgeable bishops, clergy, 
laity, and the U.S. Constitution. On the 
other hand, if others prefer the abridged 
version, they have the right to use it. 
Alas, the tin-eared revisionists on the 

Episcopal Church’s Standing Commission on 
Liturgy and Music will not pause to take a 
breath. They are ever at it, scribbling away 
on revisions with one hand and with the 
other trying to cram venerable texts down 
the memory hole. Their activities leave no 
doubt that Rites I and II, adopted in 1979, 
were merely a bridge between our formerly 
God-centered prayer book and the Me-
centered muck in which revisionists and 
their dupes wallow today. 
We don’t have to accept rites and 

ceremonies that are more pagan than 
Christian, worshipping the creation rather 
than the Creator, and based on “eco-
justice” rather than natural law – God’s 
law. God has given each of us the right 
to worship as we believe, and The First 
Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States protects this right. 
The nine justices of the Supreme Court 

of the United States rule on Constitutional 
issues, tending to adjudicate one way or 
another according to whether they believe 
the Constitution should be interpreted as 
the framers intended or as a document 
that should be adjusted to the vagaries of 
the times.
Justice Antonin Scalia’s sudden death 

last month left his chair to be filled by a 
candidate put forward by the sitting or 

Morning Prayer 

Lent

Rend your heart, and not your 
garments, and turn unto the 
LORD your God; for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and 
repenteth him of the evil.  
Joel ii. 13. – The 1928 Book of 
Common Prayer, page 4

ALMIGHTY Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, did institute the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood; Mercifully grant that we may thankfully receive the 
same in remembrance of him, who in these holy mysteries giveth us a pledge of life 
eternal; the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who now liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit ever one God, world without end. Amen. -- The 1928 Book of 

Common Prayer,  page 152

An Easter Message 
Unbelievers, while “politically correct” in their “tolerance” of some faiths, feel free to 
scoff at Christianity, claiming that the idea of someone rising from the dead is at odds 
with rational thought. 
“Reason and intellect are not to be laid aside where matters of religion are concerned,” 

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, who died suddenly last month, told an audience 
20 years ago in Jackson, Mississippi. 
“What is irrational to reject is the possibility of miracles and the Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.”  

Freedom to worship as we believe
will hang on Supreme Court decisions.
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Continued on page 4

Antonin Scalia, RIP

next president. Some post-Scalia cases 
now before the Supreme Court deal with 
issues that would have an impact on the 
free practice of religion. 
Scalia was consistently conservative. 

His opinions were rendered brilliantly, 
written for the ages. When a tv interviewer 
recently asked him if he ever should retire, 
would he want his replacement to hold his 
same views, Scalia huffed, “I’m not a fool!” 
To safeguard our freedom of religion, 

the new justice must “discern the truth, 
and impartially administer the law in the 
fear of (God) alone; through him who 
shall come to be our Judge, thy Son, 

By A. S. Haley
The Anglican Curmudgeon

February 13, 2016 — In today’s highly 
polarized political atmosphere, the death 
of a sitting Supreme Court Justice is a 
guaranteed flash point. 
To have a sitting conservative Justice like 

Antonin Scalia die in an election year, 
however, in which different parties control 
the White House and Congress, is a true 
test of our political system.
Justice Scalia’s was one of the most 

articulate and penetrating intellects ever 
to grace the Court. His colleagues could 
disagree with him, but that was because 
he always made it perfectly clear where 
he stood. He never knuckled under to 
public pressure or opinion polls, and for 

nearly 30 years he applied his originalist 
jurisprudence consistently to the cases that 
came before him.
Here are some samples of his pointed 

observations — from his opinions, 
speeches and interviews:

Dissenting last June in Obergefell v 
Hodges (the same-sex marriage case) — 

Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia interpreted 
Constitution as framers intended, not as an evolving 
document reflecting notions of the times.

Evening Prayer
Good Friday 

All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way; and the LORD 
hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all. 
Isaiah liii. 6. – The 1928 Book of 
Common Prayer,  page 22

our Saviour Jesus Christ.” – From Prayer 
for Courts of Justice, The 1928 Book of 
Common Prayer, pp. 35-36. 
Pay attention.  Question the candidates 

running for office. Talk to your friends. 
Participate in a campaign. Vote. Pray.— 
Jan Mahood

Canon lawyer and writer Allan Haley, 
aka The Anglican Curmudgeon, writes 
(below) on Antonin Scalia, whose sudden 
death last month has left his seat on the 
Supreme Court of the United States open 
to a new justice.  Read more by Haley at 
http://accurmudgeon.blogspot.com/

“I prefer to rely upon the judgment 
of the wise men who constructed our 

system, and of the people who approved
 it, and of two centuries of history that 

have shown it to be sound.”

one of the worst decisions ever to come 
from a 5-4 divided Court:
This is a naked judicial claim to 

legislative — indeed, super-legislative 
— power; a claim fundamentally at odds 
with our system of government. Except 
as limited by a constitutional prohibition 

agreed to by the People, the States are 
free to adopt whatever laws they like, 
even those that offend the esteemed 
Justices’ “reasoned judgment.” A system 
of government that makes the People 
subordinate to a committee of nine 
unelected lawyers does not deserve to be 
called a democracy.
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Calling an interviewer’s attention, in 2011, 
to the dangers flowing from trying to 
“keep the Constitution current” — which is 
what the majority did in Obergefell:
Sorry, to tell you that. ... But, you know, 

if indeed the current society has come to 
different views, that’s fine. You do not need 
the Constitution to reflect the wishes of the 
current society. Certainly the Constitution 
does not require discrimination on the basis 
of sex. The only issue is whether it prohibits 
it. It doesn’t. Nobody ever thought that 
that’s what it meant. Nobody ever voted for 

that. If the current society wants to outlaw 
discrimination by sex, hey we have things 
called legislatures, and they enact things 
called laws. You don’t need a constitution 
to keep things up-to-date. All you need is a 
legislature and a ballot box. You don’t like 
the death penalty anymore, that’s fine. You 
want a right to abortion? There’s nothing in 
the Constitution about that. But that doesn’t 
mean you cannot prohibit it. Persuade your 
fellow citizens it’s a good idea and pass a 
law. That’s what democracy is all about. It’s 
not about nine superannuated judges who 
have been there too long, imposing these 
demands on society.

Upholding the Second Amendment’s 
limitation on government’s power to 
restrict the right to own guns, in District of 
Columbia v. Heller (2008):
Putting all of these textual elements 

together, we find that they guarantee 
the individual right to possess and carry 
weapons in case of confrontation. This 
meaning is strongly confirmed by the 
historical background of the Second 
Amendment. We look to this because it has 
always been widely understood that the 
Second Amendment, like the First and Fourth 
Amendments, codified a pre-existing right.

Antonin Scalia, RIP
Dissenting in 2001 in the case of PGA 

Tour v. Martin, where the majority decided 
that a disabled professional golfer had a 
constitutional right to use a golf cart in the 
PGA Tour:
I am sure that the Framers of the 

Constitution, aware of the 1457 edict of 
King James II of Scotland prohibiting golf 
because it interfered with the practice of 
archery, fully expected that sooner or later 
the paths of golf and government, the law 
and the links, would once again cross, and 
that the judges of this august Court would 
some day have to wrestle with that age-

old jurisprudential question, for which 
their years of study in the law have so well 
prepared them: Is someone riding around a 
golf course from shot to shot really a golfer? 
The answer, we learn, is yes. The Court 
ultimately concludes, and it will henceforth 
be the Law of the Land, that walking is not a 
“fundamental” aspect of golf.
Dissenting again in Lee v. Weisman 

(1992), where the majority held that 
prayer led by a priest at a public school 
graduation ceremony was unconstitutional: 
The Court presumably would separate 

graduation invocations and benedictions 
from other instances of public “preservation 
and transmission of religious beliefs” 
on the ground that they involve 
“psychological coercion.” I find it a sufficient 
embarrassment that our Establishment 
Clause jurisprudence regarding holiday 
displays, has come to “requir[e] scrutiny 
more commonly associated with interior 
decorators than with the judiciary.” But 
interior decorating is a rock hard science 
compared to psychology practiced by 
amateurs. A few citations of “[r]esearch in 
psychology” that have no particular bearing 
upon the precise issue here cannot disguise 
the fact that the Court has gone beyond 
the realm where judges know what they 

EASTER EVEN 
The Gospel. 
St. Matthew xxvii. 57.

.  .  .  Pilate said unto them, 
Ye have a watch: go your way, 
make it as sure as ye can. 
So they went, and made the 
sepulcher sure, sealing the 
stone, and setting a watch. 
—The 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer, page 162

“A system of government that makes
 the People subordinate to a committee

of nine unelected lawyers does not 
deserve to be called a democracy.”
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are doing. The Court’s argument that state 
officials have “coerced” students to take 
part in the invocation and benediction at 
graduation ceremonies is, not to put too 
fine a point on it, incoherent.

And dissenting in the 5-4 decision 
upholding Roe v. Wade — Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey (1991):
By foreclosing all democratic outlet for 

the deep passions this issue arouses, by 
banishing the issue from the political forum 
that gives all participants, even the losers, the 
satisfaction of a fair hearing and an honest 
fight, by continuing the imposition of a rigid 
national rule instead of allowing for regional 
differences, the Court merely prolongs and 
intensifies the anguish. 
We should get out of this 
area, where we have no 
right to be, and where we 
do neither ourselves nor 
the country any good by 
remaining.

Of all his writings and 
interviews, however, this 
one in October 2013, 
given to New York magazine, has to count 
as his most candid and personal: follow 
the link and read the whole thing (it’s eight 
pages) http://nymag.com/news/features/
antonin-scalia-2013-10/ for a true insight 
into what motivated him. Note that he 
denigrated his potential legacy:

50 years from now I may be the Justice 
Sutherland of the late-twentieth and early-
21st century, who’s regarded as: “He was on 
the losing side of everything, an old fogey, 
the old view.” And I don’t care.

Justice Scalia’s sudden demise leaves a 
vacancy on the Court that will become the 
football of politics. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell has already thrown down 
the gauntlet, saying that his place “should 
not be filled until we have a new president,” 
while President Obama has taken up the 
gauntlet by declaring that he plans to make 
an appointment “soon” — and that he 
expects a fair hearing and a timely vote. 
Count on Obama to play the politics of the 
situation to the hilt. Partisans are already 

rushing to take sides in what promises to be 
a major confrontation between the Senate 
and a lame-duck President.
The history of nominations and 

confirmations of Supreme Court Justices 
in an election year does not bode well for 
the Democrats, since they are in a minority 
in the Senate. The most notable recent 
instance was the failure in 1968 to get a 
vote on Lyndon Johnson’s nomination of 
Abe Fortas. Even though the Democrats 
also controlled both houses of Congress, 
they could not muster the votes in the 
Senate to stop the Republicans’ filibuster 
of the nomination. And as related in 
this article, the last time a President was 
successful in having his nomination in an 

election year confirmed by 
a Senate controlled by the 
opposition party was in 
1880.
Justice Scalia was a 

strong and capable figure 
on the Court, and will 
be extremely difficult 
to replace. For what it 
is worth, I agree with 
this summation by John 

O. McGinniss, George C. Dix Professor 
of Constitutional Law at Northwestern 
University, of what made Antonin Scalia 
such an iconic figure:

“Justice Scalia is one of the few jurists 
who vindicate Carlyle’s “great man theory” 
of history. Because he brought three 
large and different talents to the Court, he 
changed the course of its jurisprudence. 
He had the intellect to fashion theories 
of interpretation, the pen to make them 
widely known, and the ebullience to make 
it all seem fun.”
 Prayers of consolation go out to Justice 

Scalia’s family, especially his wife Maureen. 
Both devout Roman Catholics, they met on a 
blind date in 1960 when he was at Harvard 
Law School and she was at Radcliffe. They 
married that fall, and eventually raised five 
sons and four daughters.

Requiescat in pace, Antonin Scalia.

To read Allan Haley’s article in its entirety, 
go to: http://accurmudgeon.blogspot.com

EASTER DAY  

For since by man came death, 
* by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead.
  For as in Adam all die, * even 
so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. I Cor. xv. 20. The 1928 
Book of Common Prayer, 
page 163

RELIGION is the first freedom mentioned 
in the Bill of Rights, the first 10 
amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
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“What Is Truth?” – Pilate (John 18:38)

Jesus was called by His friends, Mary 
and Martha, to come to Bethany, a 
suburb of Jerusalem, because their 
brother Lazarus was dying. Jesus 
knew, and so did His disciples, that 
to return to Judea was to put Himself 
in mortal danger. Anytime in the New 
Testament when Jesus was asked for 
help, He always acted. This is the 
highest example of love, to respond 
to someone in need. The Jewish 
authorities had sought to stone Him 
the last time He had been in their 
territory. Nevertheless, His disciples 
resolved to accompany Him. Thomas 
said, “Let us also go so that we may 
die with Him.”
These are the circumstances that 

begin the Gospel story of the passion 
of our Lord. They set the stage for the 
tumultuous welcome He received on 
Palm Sunday in Jerusalem and His 
crucifixion on Good Friday. 
Jesus came to Bethany, just outside 

Jerusalem, and met Martha there, who 
told Him that her brother had died. She 
trusted in Him and declared that if He 
had been there, He could have saved 
him. Jesus spoke to her these words, 
which accompany our burial service in 
the Church. “I am the resurrection and 
the life: He that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live. And 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me, 
shall never die.”
He then proceeded at the grave of 

Lazarus to express His own deep 
feelings. Grief is a necessary aspect 
of human life. It is as much a part of 
our existence as joy and laughter. We 
should not suppress and be afraid to 
experience grief, the human body’s 
normal way of dealing with sorrow 
and adversity. In the shortest and 
most poignant verse in the Bible we 
read that, confronted with the sorrow 
of Mary and Martha and the friends 
who had gathered to mourn the death 
of Lazarus, “Jesus wept.” This was a 

phrase that was incomprehensible to 
the pagan world. Paganism believed 
that God was impassive, was above 
suffering and sorrow and feeling. 
Wherever the Christian Gospel was 
preached, the grief of Jesus was a 
means of conveying the tremendous 
love that our God has for His people. 
God in Christ feels our sorrow. He 
has the compassion to weep with us 
as we face the difficulties of this life. 
This incident prefigured the offering 
on the cross, which Jesus was about to 
perform--His passion, His suffering for 
us.
Next came the mighty pronouncement 

that Jesus uttered before the grave. 
“Lazarus, come forth. And he that was 
dead came forth, bound hand and foot 
with grave clothes: and his face was 
bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith 
unto them, Loose him and let him go.” 
It is not possible for us to comprehend 
fully the facts of this awesome miracle. 
That it actually happened, there is little 
doubt. Earlier Jesus had restored to life 
individuals who had died--such as the 
daughter of Jairus, and the son of the 
widow at Nain. Both were raised shortly 
after their deaths. This amazing event 
occurred four days after Lazarus had 
died. There is no possibility here that 
this could have been a situation where 
someone was presumed dead and then 
revived.
Of even greater importance, this was 

the event that immediately convinced 
Caiaphas, the High Priest, and the other 
rulers of the Jews that Jesus had to die. 
Because of this stupendous miracle, 
now all the world might follow Him. His 
death sentence was sealed. Jesus came 
to Jerusalem in order to bring Lazarus to 
life and, as a result, was condemned to 
die.
The raising of Lazarus also explains 

the tumultuous welcome He received 
on Palm Sunday when He entered the 
city of Jerusalem proclaiming Himself 

Continued from page 1

Morning Prayer
Easter 

He is risen. The Lord is risen 
indeed. St. Mark xvi. 6; St. Luke 
xxiv. 34. -- The 1928 Book of 
Common Prayer, page 5
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the Messiah. The Jews were waiting 
for this miraculous sign. We heard the 
prophecy in the Book of Ezekiel that the 
spirit of God would breathe upon the 
dead bodies of the Israelites and bring 
them back to life. The people of Galilee 
and Judea were praying and hoping 
for release from the oppression of the 
Romans. Now they believed that here 
was the man to do it, the Messiah, who 
would breathe life into the dead, dry 
bones of their heroes.
In a tremendous apocalyptic event back 

alive would come Judas Maccabeus, 
who had delivered the Israelites from 
the Greeks. Alive again would be King 
David and the mighty champion Samson 
and Joshua who had conquered Jericho. 
A tremendous uprising would occur led 
by the warriors of Israel and the Holy 

One of God. The Hebrew people would 
regain their sacred nation. That is why 
they shouted their Hosannas for their 
deliverer and Saviour.

The Truth Brings Freedom
Jesus believed that there was a higher 

value than victory in battle and the 
domination of one nation over another. 
It was victory over sin, the destruction 
of the alienation of mankind from 
God that had to be won. That is why 
He offered Himself as a sacrifice. 
His death on the cross was to free 
us, not from slavery under a foreign 
political power, but to deliver us from 
the dominion of sin. This is what His 
sacrifice on the cross represented. That 
is the meaning of His words, “I am the 
resurrection, and the life.” To believe 
in Jesus means to have the power of 
His goodness and His love and His 
strength. Without His death on the 
cross, His grace would not be available 

to us. We would still be in the chains 
of sin and alienation from God. So 
He went on to that higher battle and 
that fuller victory--the victory that was 
prefigured by the restoring of Lazarus 
to life again. Through the cross, 
through His resurrection, He restores 
all of us to life--the life of the soul, the 
life that goes on forever with God.
Therefore, we can accept everything 

that God gives us. We can accept our 
life, and we can accept our death, and 
we can look forward to that glorious 
reunion with all those we love in a life 
of eternal service with God in heaven. 
An editor of the New York Evening Post, 
after the death of his little daughter, 
wrote, “I know things happen for the 
best, and that our lives are guided by 
a Beneficent Hand. When my little 

darling left her father’s house for the 
last time last Friday, I felt assured that 
somewhere, a wise and better Father 
awaited her, and that in His care, she 
would one day become all- more than 
all - that I rashly and fondly hoped to 
see her in mine.”
It is with this hope and this faith and 

this love that we live as followers of 
Jesus Christ each day. We can say with 
conviction, “I know that my redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth: and though this body 
be destroyed, yet I shall see God: whom 
I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall 
behold, and not as a stranger.” 
The power of the resurrection comes 

into our daily life and we live with 
courage and hope in the midst of 
sorrow and fear. May you believe in 
the risen Lord. May you experience 
the victory won through Him, and may 
you know the truth that makes you 
free.
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He is risen, he is risen!
Tell it out with joyful voice.

— 1940 Hymnal, traditional accompaniment to 
1928 Book of Common Prayer



Is Christ a Green Plant or the Son of God?
This Easter issue of ETF Update goes to press before Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry issues his 2016 Easter Message. Last year’s message, 
disseminated by then Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, likens 

our Risen Lord to a green plant emerging in the spring. In her 2015 
Easter Message, which might have been mixed up with her Earth Day 

draft on her laptop, she invokes a risen Christ who resembles a stalk of 
asparagus more than the Son of God. She calls on the “risen one” and “green 

one” and continues, “This gardener has himself been planted and now springs 
up green and vibrant, still rising into greater life. He challenges her (Mary at the 

empty tomb) to go and share that rising, great news of green and life, with those 
who have fled.” 

There’s more Golden Bough than Bible about this. – jm

A Long Island, NY parish has replaced all its 1928 Books of Common Prayer with new 
ETF editions, and has asked ETF to distribute the used books FREE to anyone requesting 
one or more. You might want to acquaint or reacquaint yourself with this excellent prayer 
book, or your church might like it for “trial use” before ordering new ones from ETF. 
Part of ETF’s mission is to get as many 1928 Books of Common Prayer as possible into 

circulation, so we’re pleased to offer you one or more at no cost to you. 
To receive your FREE previously-owned 1928 Book of Common Prayer, write your 

request on the enclosed envelope and mail it to ETF at the address on the envelope:
ETF, P.O. Box 4358, Portsmouth, NH 03802

You can also email your request to tcranmer@etf1928.org or dogrose@reagan.com.
ETF will pay the postage and send your free prayer book directly to you.

Episcopalians for Traditional Faith
P.O. Box 4358
Portsmouth, NH 03802
www.etf1928.org

Evening Prayer   
Easter 

Thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I Cor. xv. 57. – The 
1928 Book of Common Prayer, 
page 22

Prayer Books Available FREE

HAPPY EASTER!


