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TEC Changes Canon Law,
Approves Prayer Book Rewrite

To Accommodate Same-Sex Marriage
Following closely the Supreme Court’s 
June 26 ruling that legalizes same-sex 
marriage, The Episcopal Church (TEC) on 
July 1 approved marriage vows that apply 
to man-man, woman-woman, and man-
woman couples.
The traditional “Solemnization of 

Matrimony,” which begins on page 300 
of the 1928 Book of Common Prayer, 
is between one man and one woman, 
and refers to “wife” and “husband.” The 
revision, called “Celebration and Blessing 
of Marriage,” makes no mention of 
“husband and wife” or “procreation.”
For specific changes in the Canon text, 

please go to www.etf1928.org and click 
on ARTICLES page.
While other Anglican leaders decried the 

General Convention decision as contrary 
to God’s law, Archbishop of Canterbury 
Justin Welby said that TEC’s decision 
to allow same-sex marriage “will cause 

distress for some and have ramifications 
for the Anglican Communion as a whole, 
as well as for its ecumenical and interfaith 
resolutions.”
Clergy may begin to perform same-sex 

marriages beginning the first Sunday 
in Advent. However, no clergy can be 
compelled to perform a same-sex marriage, 
and a bishop will have the authority to 
forbid his clergy from celebrating these 
marriages.
TEC’s decision contrasts with the position 

of the Church of England, which secured 
an exemption in law from ever having to 
perform a same-sex marriage ceremony 
when Parliament passed a law in 2014 
legalizing gay marriage.
The same-sex name has morphed 

into “marriage equality;” again, verbal 
engineering precedes social engineering, 
the extent of which remains to be seen. 

Please turn to next page

TEC’s Newspeak: Language of the Week
Cranmer’s Words: Language for the Ages

Cranmer Day 2015

Social engineering is always preceded by 
changes in language. This is true for the 
Church as it is for the State. We come to 
believe the words we regularly read and 
speak.
On July 2, we celebrated Archbishop 

Thomas Cranmer’s birthday (1489-1556). 
Cranmer knew that “The words of my 
mouth” become “the meditation of my 
heart.”

(1928 Book of Common Prayer, page 
3) when he introduced the first Book 
of Common Prayer (BCP) in 1549.  TEC 
revisionists of today know how that 
works, too, and have thrown bits, scraps, 
and entire sections of the liturgy on the 
cutting room floor, substituting words that 
have replaced worship of a Triune God 
with calls to social “justice.”

Please turn to next page

North Carolina Bishop 
Michael Curry elected
Presiding Bishop 
at TEC General 
Convention:
To read article, go to 
ETF website,  
www.etf1928.org
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Wheelbarrow Worship
They have abolished The 
King James Bible and The 
Book of Common Prayer. 
Even in this desecration 
there was the pretence to 
literacy as they replaced the 
old books with new ones. 
Now there is not even the 
persistence of anything 
you could properly call a 
book. There is something 
called Common Worship 
which only really exists in 
cyberspace as a hailstorm 
of downloads. If they ever 
collected Common Worship 
in one place, you would 
need a wheelbarrow to 
carry it to church.
The whole thing is a 
pantomime: a dumbed-
down, clapped-out 
imitation of the 
entertainments industry 
combined with the 
newspeak of bureaucratic 
control. Once there was 
the Church of England. 
Now there is only the new 
Babel. 
 – Rev. Dr. Peter Mullen 

The revisionists are forthcoming about 
letting us know they have further 
changes in store for us. The 
“Explanation” at the end of the 
revamped Marriage Canon, states: 
“This revision recognizes that, 
in addition to the three rites in 
the Book of Common Prayer (This 
refers to Rites I and II, and presumably 
the classic Book of Common Prayer 
(1928), containing the marriage ceremony 
widely used by other denominations in 
addition to TEC, and long recognized 

The Episcopal Church’s (TEC) General 
Convention in Salt Lake City June 25-
July 3 concluded with the news that the 
Standing Committee on Liturgy and Music 
would attempt yet another major departure 
from Cranmer’s original liturgy and its 
descendant, the 1928 BCP.  More inane 
babble will flow downhill in an effort to 
justify TEC’s secular agenda. When TEC’s 
legislative body convenes in 2018, bishops 
and delegates will vote on whether 
to adopt a new “prayer book,” almost 
guaranteed to bear no resemblance to the 
classic 1928 BCP. 
A reading of recent proposed revisions 

reveals that TEC is regressing to the 
pre-Christian era before Augustine, first 
Archbishop of Canterbury (597), converted 
the Anglo-Saxon pagans and founded the 

as the standard rite according to holy 
scripture. – ed.) there are (or may 

be) other marriage rites authorized 
by this Church, either for trial 
use throughout the Church or 
for provisional use under the 
direction of the local ecclesiastical 

authority.”
For more information on this 

and other actions of the 78th General 
Convention, go to the ETF website, www.
etf1928.org or the Episcopal News Service 
website, General Convention section.

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

TEC Changes Canon Law

Cranmer’s Words

Church of England. If TEC’s fascination 
with  nature worship, primitive tribal 
customs, a feminine deity, and ACOA (Any 
Culture Other than Anglican) is encouraged 
by General Convention, it will be throwing 
more than 1,400 years of civilization into 
the dumpster. 
While the revisionists cut, paste, and 

tinker away, the 1928 BCP will not be 
tinkered with. It will remain the true 
standard for worship. Episcopalians 
for Traditional Faith (ETF) will make 
this traditional, scripture-based liturgy 
available to all, wherever “two or three” – 
or many more – are gathered together in 
His name.

Read more on the ETF website,  
www.etf1928.org

John F. Cota of Baldwin, New York, longtime member of 
the ETF Board of Directors and champion of the 1928 
Book of Common Prayer, died on April 28, 2015. John  
had been active in ETF since its founding in 2002. He 
was a parrot enthusiast and a member of the Long Island 
Parrot Society. He attended St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 
Carle Place, NY, where services are conducted with the 
1928 BCP. 

John leaves his widow Linda (Zolan); children Ruth 
Schumacher and John; and grandchildren Sam, Gavin  
and Riley. 

ETF Remembers John Cota

ETF PHOTO    
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This Is Not Comedy Night at  
National Cathedral.
The dean of National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C. has called for the 
removal of stained-glass windows depicting 
Confederate generals Robert E. Lee and 
Stonewall Jackson. Gen. Jackson reads the 
Bible in one of the windows, while a small 
Confederate flag, barely noticeable at first 
glance, waves overhead. Of course, the 
Bible will be thrown out, too, as well as 
the image of the American flag.  
The Confederate flag appears in pictures 

apparently posted by Dylann Roof in 
online writings laced with racial hatred, 
according to a report by CNN. Roof has 
been charged with murdering nine people 
attending a church Bible study group in 
Charleston, South Carolina, on June 17. 
In his sermon June 28, the Very Rev. 

Gary Hall announced that he would call 
on the cathedral’s governing body to 
remove two stained-glass windows put in 
place to honor “the lives and legacies of 
Confederate Generals Stonewall Jackson 
and Robert E. Lee.” The windows were 
installed in 1953 at the request of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy and 
are two of many stained-glass bays on the 
cathedral’s main level.
GONE in one fell swoop with the removal 

of the stained-glass windows:
- The American flag 
- The flag of the Confederacy
- The Bible
- Gen. Robert E. Lee
- Gen. Stonewall Jackson
-  Historic symbols embedded in the 
window designs

Down the Orwellian Memory Hole*,  just 
like that!
Hall emphasized that changing the 

windows will take time, but a display 
“explaining them in their historical 
context” will be placed near their bay 
while the cathedral directors seek to install 
a replacement that will “tell the full, yet 
painful, yet hopeful story of race and 
justice in America.”
Oh, that’s all right, then. He’ll replace the 

historic windows with a politically-correct 
version. 

Hall started out as a comedy writer for 
Steve Allen. He got the gig, he says, 
through his parents. Hall’s father was an 
actor in Hollywood, his mother a costume 
designer.—The Washington Post, August 1,  
2013

Presumably, the cathedral’s Darth Vader 
gargoyle will remain in place. – JM

*A memory hole is any mechanism for the 
alteration or disappearance of inconvenient 
or embarrassing documents, photographs, 
transcripts, or other records, such as from a 
website or other archive, particularly as part 
of an attempt to give the impression that 
something never happened. The concept was 
first popularized by George Orwell’s dystopian 
novel Nineteen Eighty-Four, where the Party’s 
Ministry of Truth systematically recreated 
all potential historical documents, in effect, 
rewriting all of history to match the often-
changing state propaganda. These changes 
were complete and undetectable.  
Definition by Wikipedia.
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“Unity in Trinity”

TEC Bends Facts in Reporting on Slavery

June 25, 2015 — Keep your digital 
distortion detectors handy as the Episcopal 
Church (TEC) launches yet another of its 
“conversations” about white Episcopalians 
who presumably owe reparations for the 
alleged misdeeds of their ancestors who 
may or may not have owned slaves.
 A documentary about slavery, Traces of 
the Trade, has been viewed nationwide 
throughout the Episcopal Church and 
will have special screenings this week 
at TEC General Convention in Salt Lake 
City. Information on the film is on the ETF 
website.

Traces was made by a descendant of the 
DeWolf family of Bristol, Rhode Island. 
In announcing the screening, to be 

followed by that favorite TEC pastime, a 
“conversation,” a release sent out from 
Church headquarters on Tuesday, June 
23, asserts that “The DeWolf family is 
the largest slave-trading dynasty in U.S. 
history.” 

To read entire article on slavery then and 
now, go to the ETF website:   
www.etf1928.org 



Trinity Season extends to
Sunday before Advent.

 
O LORD, how manifold 

are thy works!*
in wisdom hast thou  

made them all;
the earth is full of  

thy riches.
—Psalm 104:24, 1928 BCP, 

page 469

Bristol, RI was a center for slave trading in the 19th century.
1800s ENGRAVING OF BRISTOL HARBOR
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