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Christmas Weekend: A Day to Keep Holy,
A Day for Families and Friends, A Day of Rest

Please turn to page 6

Christmas in the Anglican Church, including 
the Episcopal denomination, has long been 
an occasion for us to embrace tradition, 
most of it based on English customs. After 
all, Christmas in America sprang from the 
Church of England; its jolly celebrations 
combined with its reverent worship. The 
American Revolution necessitated a few 
changes in the Book of Common Prayer, but 
the American 1928 Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) we use today is essentially identical 
in doctrine and order to the 1662 BCP used 
in England and throughout much of the 
Anglican Communion.

Christmas is on Friday this year. Why 
not make this Christmas a true holy day? 
Worship the Lord on the festival day 
commemorating his birth, and celebrate 
family and friends, as the English do, on 
Saturday -- Boxing Day,  -- the day after 
Christmas devoted to visiting and gift-giving. 
(Please! Not “gifting!”) There’s still Sunday, 
a day to rest and rejuvenate from the 
weekend, and return to church for a quiet 
service. 

Read Pages 85-89 in 1928 BCP

Plan ahead for your church attendance. 
We do not come to the Lord’s table lightly, 
but with reverence and humility. Choose 
a church that truly celebrates the birth 

The Mackintosh Madonna
Raphael, 1483-1520
The National Gallery, London
Presented by Mrs. Eva Mackintosh, 1906

of Christ. Whether it’s the Christmas Eve 
children’s pageant, the elaborate midnight 
service, or Christmas morning Holy 
Communion, prepare yourself by reading 
and absorbing The Exhortations on pages 
85-89 of the 1928 Book of Common Prayer. 
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The Holly and the Ivy: 
Anglican Tradition in Christmas Music
Some of our best-loved 
Christmas carols date to 
Medieval times. One of these 
is “The Holly and the Ivy,” 
which entwines the story of 
Christ’s birth with images of 
these two plants. 

The refrain, repeating after 
every verse, evokes images 
of the rising sun shining on 
snow, deer running through 
the forest, and rosy-cheeked 
villagers bundled up against 
the winter cold, bringing holly 
and ivy home to decorate 
their homes for Christmas. 

This ancient carol dates to the earliest 
days of Christianity in England. It refers to a 
tradition of decorating homes with the holly 
and ivy in the hope that the residents, like 
the hardy plants, would survive the harsh 
winter. The red berries and green leaves are 
traditional Christmas colors. 

One legend associated with holly is that 
the berries of the holly were once white, 
but when the crown of thorns was pressed 
on Christ’s head at his crucifixion, the 
berries turned red with his blood.  

Mistletoe also comes from the woods 
into our homes along with Christmas 
wreaths of pine cones and evergreen 
boughs. When Christians first came to 
England, some banned use of mistletoe, 
which pagans believed brought good 
luck. Others adopted its use. York Minster 
Church in England held winter mistletoe 
services, to which wrongdoers came to be 
pardoned. 

Mistletoe was also used in the “kissing 
bough,” with greenery and apples. An 
English holiday custom was to pluck a 
berry from a bunch of mistletoe, and 
exchange it for a kiss. When all the berries 
were gone, the kissing had to stop.

Evergreen trees signify eternal life with 
God. The custom of bringing trees into the 
house during winter festivals is thousands of 
years old, dating to the Saturnalia festivals of 
ancient Rome. In the 1840s, Queen Victoria’s 

husband Prince Albert brought a Christmas 
tree from Germany, popularizing the custom 
in England and America. 

Today, our churches in America, 
decorated with evergreens and candles, 
recall Christmases past in England, which 
gave us our holiday customs along with 
the Book of Common Prayer we use to 
celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord. 

The rising of the sun.  .  .  .
WANDA DELANEY IMAGE

And the running of the deer
JIM BOUGHER IMAGE

CHARLECOTE PARK, NATIONAL TRUST

1
The holly and the ivy,
When they are both full grown,
Of all the trees that are in the 
wood,
The holly bears the crown.
The rising of the sun
And the running of the deer,
The playing of the merry organ,
Sweet singing in the choir.

2
The holly bears a blossom,
As white as the lily flower,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus 
Christ,
To be our sweet Saviour.
The rising of the sun, etc.

3
The holly bears a berry,
As red as any blood,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus 
Christ
For to do us sinners good.
The rising of the sun, etc.

4
The holly bears a prickle,
As sharp as any thorn,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus 
Christ
On Christmas Day in the morn.
The rising of the sun, etc.

5
The holly bears a bark,
As bitter as any gall,
And Mary bore sweet Jesus 
Christ
For to redeem us all.
The rising of the sun, etc.

6
The holly and the ivy,
When they are both full grown,
Of all the trees that are in the 
wood,
The holly bears the crown.
The rising of the sun, etc.
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References to Slavery Set Tone 
At Presiding Bishop’s Installation
The Union of Black Episcopalians hosted 
a Vigil Celebration, a traditional African-
American prayer watch, on Halloween, the 
day before the inauguration of the 27th 
presiding bishop of The Episcopal Church, 
North Carolina Bishop Michael Curry. 

UBE President Annette Buchanan set the 
tone, telling attendees “In the beginning 
as black Episcopalians we outnumbered 
white Episcopalians in the South because 
we were slaves in The Episcopal Church.”

“To go from the slave to the head of the 
house is very interesting,” Buchanan said 
during her welcome.

The Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, president 
of the House of Deputies, told the 
congregation that she gives thanks for both 
the ministry of Presiding Bishop Katharine 
Jefferts Schori during the past nine years 
and for Curry’s ministry to come as 
presiding bishop. “Buckle up; we’re going 
to have a heck of a ride for the next nine 
years,” she said.

At his installation in Washington D.C.’s 
National Cathedral on Nov. 1, All Saints’ Day, 

Bishop Curry 
cited the “Jesus 
Movement,” 
calling on his 
followers to “go 
into the world 
and help to 
be agents and 
instruments 
of God’s 
reconciliation.  
To go into the 
world, let the 
world know that 
there is a God 
who loves us, 
a God who will 
not let us go, and 
that that love can 
set us all free.”

The ceremony 
was punctuated 
by musical 
interludes 

ADVENT SEASON
The First Sunday in Advent.
The Collect.

ALMIGHTY God, give  us grace  
that we  may cast away the works  
of darkness, and put upon us the 
armour  of light, now  in the time 
of this mortal life, in which  thy 
Son Jesus  Christ came  to visit us 
in great  humility;  
that in the last day,  when he 
shall  come  again  in his glorious 
majesty  to judge both the quick  
and the dead, we  may  rise to 
the life immortal, through  him 
who  liveth  and reigneth with 
thee  and the Holy Ghost, now  
and ever. Amen.

This Collect is to be repeated 
every day, after the other 
Collects in Advent, until 
Christmas Day.

representing various segments of the 
Episcopal Church: The  All Saints’ Day 
hymn “I Sing A 
Song of the Saints 
of God,” chants to 
the beat of tom-
toms, a rollicking 
spiritual, and the 
closing anthem, a 
rousing rendition of 
“Lift Every Voice and 
Sing,” formerly titled 
“The Negro National 
Anthem.” Music 
and words to this 
theme song are on 
page 4.

Presiding Bishop-elect Michael B. Curry elevates the 
bread and wine during the Oct. 31 Vigil Celebration 
offered by the Union of Black Episcopalians at the 
D.C. Armory on the eve of his installation as the 27th 
presiding bishop of The Episcopal Church and its 
primate. Joining him at the altar, from left, are the 
Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, House of Deputies president; 
the Rev. Canon Michael Buerkel Hunn, soon-to-be 
Canon to the Presiding Bishop for Ministry within 
The Episcopal Church; the Rev. Guy Leemhuis, a 
deacon in the Diocese of Los Angeles who served as 
the presiding bishop’s chaplain during the service; 
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori; the Rev. 
Christine L. McCloud, a deacon in the Diocese of 
Newark who served as Curry’s chaplain during the 
service; the Rev. Diane Peterson, a deacon in the 
Diocese of Connecticut who served as the deacon of the 
Mass; Former Diocese of Central Pennsylvania Bishop 
Nathan Baxter, UBE honorary national president; and 
the Rev. Canon Sandye Wilson, who preached during 
the service. 

PHOTO: MARY FRANCES SCHJONBERG/ 
EPISCOPAL NEWS SERVICE

Some of the 155 bishops of 
The Episcopal Church process 
into Washington National 
Cathedral Nov. 1 at the start 
of the Eucharist that included 
the installation of Michael 
B. Curry as The Episcopal 
Church’s 27th presiding bishop 
and its primate. 

PHOTO: DANIELLE THOMAS  
© 2015 WASHINGTON  

NATIONAL CATHEDRAL

Union of Black 
Episcopalians President 
Annette Buchanan
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Saint Stephen, Deacon 
and Martyr
[December 26.]

“Good King Wenceslas looked 
out on the Feast of Stephen, 
When the snow lay round 
about, deep and crisp and even.”

From the Christmas Carol set 
on The Feast of Stephen, the 
first Christian martyr.

Good King Wenceslas and 
the poor man on the Feast of 
Stephen, from a biscuit tin.
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Need a great book as a gift?
You’ve come to the right place.

1928 Book of Common Prayer
Burgundy hardcover with metallic gold cross and ribbon bookmark
What’s old is new again with the ETF Tenth Anniversary Edition of the original 1928 Book of 
Common Prayer, the “American Prayer Book.”
     Single copy; first 20 copies: $25 each
     21-60 copies  $20 each
     61-100 copies  $17 each
For prices on orders of more than 100 copies, send your inquiry to tcranmer@etf1928.org. 

1928 Book of Common Prayer 
Burgundy Paperback
Under the tree, in a stocking hanging from the mantel, or at Christmas dinner place settings, the 
1928 Book of Common Prayer will bring cheer to your family and friends.
              Single copy; first 20 copies: $15 each
              21-60 copies   $12 each
              61-100 copies   $10 each

For prices on orders of more than 100 copies, send your inquiry to tcranmer@etf1928.org. 

ETF will send free of charge a paperback 1928 Book 
of Common Prayer to chaplains serving in the military, 
fire departments, police units, hospitals, schools, 
and other public or private institutions. It’s light and 
portable, and easily fits into your pack. Carry it with 
you to bring the Word of God to address “all sorts and 
conditions” of us all.

Send your request to tcranmer@etf1928.org, 
or write to 

Episcopalians for Traditional Faith
P.O. Box 4358:
Portsmouth, NH 03802
Include your address, e-address, and phone number.

Chaplains: Order your FREE Prayer Book today.

Give your family and friends a gift that will tell them they’re dear to you. A best-seller for 88 years, the clas-
sic, traditional 1928 Book of Common Prayer sets the standard for worship in America. This Christmas, give 
them the book they’ll treasure for a lifetime.

Do your shopping the old-fashioned way this year. While ETF is redesigning its website to meet increasing 
demand for the 1928 Book of Common Prayer, cut out or copy this page, circle your choices, note how many 
you want, and mail your order with your check to:

ETF 
Prayer Book Sales

P.O. Box 4358
Portsmouth, NH 03802

During the Christmas season, handling and postage are free.

Name  _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Recipients’ names and addresses if different from yours  _________________________________________________
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Plan Three-Day Christmas Weekend

Examine yourself as you read these 
words and prepare to join your fellow 
worshippers in common prayer. The priest 
should say the Exhortation  on the First 
Sunday of Advent, but don’t count on it. 
Prepare yourself; don’t depend on anyone 
else to do it for you, especially in today’s 
happy-clappy Episcopal environment. 

“So is the danger great .  .  .  “

The priest is to remind us to “consider how 
Saint Paul exhorteth all persons diligently 
to try and examine themselves, before they 
presume to eat of that Bread, and drink 
of that Cup. For as the benefit is great, if 
with a true penitent heart and lively faith 
we receive that holy Sacrament; so is 
the danger great, if we receive the same 
unworthily.”

Whether you arrive at church with a 
gaggle of children, teens in tow, college 
students home for the holidays, grown 
families gathered for the annual festivities, 
friends and neighbors, or by yourself, 
alone and contemplative, make this an 
occasion for true communion, a fresh start, 
a cleansing of your soul.

Don’t make the mistake I made last 
Christmas! My family and I attended a 
nearby Episcopal church, thinking to 
celebrate in the traditional way. The service 
was printed out in a series of folders and 
pamphlets. Meaningful sections of the 
Creed were omitted. There was no General 
Confession (page 75, 1928 BCP), “humbly 

kneeling” or otherwise, and no Absolution 
by the priest. 

There was no Prayer of Humble Access 
(page 82, 1928 BCP). Instead, there was 
a hugfest “Peace,” always distracting at 
this point in the service. There was a curt 
“The cup of God for the people of God,” 
or something of that sort instead of the 
traditional reverent delivery by the priest. Of 
course, there was no General Thanksgiving 
(page 83, 1928 BCP). How could there 
be? Thanksgiving  for soldiering through a 
meaningless series of banal blurbs? 

At least the music was good.

This Christmas I plan to attend an Anglican 
church a half-hour drive each way from my 
house. The 1928 BCP and the 1940 Hymnal 
are used there. The members are all lifelong 
or longtime Episcopalians who have left 
TEC in disgust. They built a beautiful stone 
church in which to worship. They are 
installing memorial stained-glass windows. 
There is a Sunday School program for 
the growing number of young families. A 
founding member of this thriving parish told 
me that 90 members walked out of their 
former church when Rites I and II were 
foisted on them by a bully bishop.

The Church continues to thrive wherever 
liturgy based on holy scripture is used in 
worship. As a lifelong Episcopalian, I prefer 
the Word of God, as embodied in the 1928 
BCP, to morally-bereft political correctness 
any day. 

Continued from page 1

Saint John Evangelist.
[December 27.]

The Collect.

MERCIFUL Lord, we beseech 
thee to cast thy bright beams of 
light upon 
thy Church, that it, being 
illumined by the doctrine of thy 
blessed Apostle 
and Evangelist Saint John, may 
so walk in the light of thy truth, 
that it may at length attain to life 
everlasting; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

The eagle of St John 
the Evangelist on 
the West Front of 
Salisbury Cathedral.

Remember ETF in Your Year-End Giving
You are ETF. We depend on your support 
to continue our grass-roots movement to 
spread the Good News throughout the 
Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion. 

Please send a gift to help ETF
•  Publish Update and other print material
•  Produce standard and presentation 

versions of the 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer

•  Maintain and improve the ETF website
•  Design, write, and distribute emails
•  Award scholarships to deserving students
•  Purchase office equipment

•  Provide speakers to address parishes and 
church groups

•  Travel to meet with decision-makers 
throughout the Church

•  Purchase or rent a building to house our 
growing operations

Our friends are ETF’s only means of 
support. Please help keep the faith alive 
in these troubled times. Talk with your 
financial advisor about investor-advised 
gifts and planned giving. Send your tax-
deductible gift today in the enclosed 
envelope.



7E P I S C O PA L I A N S  F O R  T R A D I T I O N A L  F A I T H

From the Sublime to the Ridiculous

Christmas Greetings

Several months after Christmas last year I returned on a summer Sunday to the same 
Episcopal church (see page 6). In place of the Nicene or Apostles’ Creed (page 71 1928 
BCP), with which we proclaim our belief in the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, was this infantile nonsense, “The Affirmation of Faith:” 

You, O God, are infinitely generous,
Good beyond all measure,
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved
Your love for us in Jesus Christ,
Who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now.
You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.

You are our God. We worship you.

Best wishes for Christmas and a Happy New Year from all at ETF. 
ETF Executive Vice President Jan Mahood at Trinity Church in Boston.
With Jan is mascot Blitzen, at 20 — 140 dog years—the oldest Friend of ETF.

SCOTT CIPOLLA PHOTO
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We wonder what made the writer 
think herself qualified to inform God – 
omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent 
– what he is, what he did, where he is. 
Oh, wait! Nowhere does it say God is he. 
There’s no reference to the Father or his 
relationship to Jesus Christ. In this blurb, 
God has been emasculated. Worse, this 
pagan blather denies the Holy Trinity. 
Where is God the Son in this? 

“We worship you”? I don’t know about 
you, but this does not describe the God I 
love and worship.

None of the rest of this service was 
recognizable as Episcopal, Anglican, 
even Christian. Finally, The Lord’s Prayer 
surely didn’t disappoint the most staunch 
heretics among us. Particularly offensive 
is the line “Save us from the time of 
trial” instead of “And lead us not into 
temptation.” 

Why would any intelligent person of 
faith waste a summer Sunday morning with 
this apostate drivel when he or she could 
be at the beach? Why has the Episcopal 
Organization driven them away? 



Episcopalians for Traditional Faith
P.O. Box 4358
Portsmouth, NH 03802
www.etf1928.org

OwryFO


